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I must be so plain with our magicians, as to say,
that I do not see how either of these three can be
made out by them; nor yet how they can defend
themselves from the charge of diabolic magic, unless
they make out all the three, and that very clearly too.

1. As to magicians applying to these spirits for
advice and intelligence; this I know is their pre-
tence, this they all allege; and when the poor igno-
rant people apply to them, they make a great deal
of ceremony with their circles and figures, with
magical books, Hebrew or Arabic characters, mut-
tering of hard words, and other barbarisms innu-
merable ; just, in a word, as the old necromancers
do, when they consult with the Devil.

Now, is there anything of all this requisite in
order to converse with a good spirit ? did the pro-
phets of old use anything of this mimicry, when
they went to inquire of the Lord ? If they would
have their art be called the sacred science, and we
must believe that they converse with heavenly beings,
what need of all these amusements, these conjurings
and paw-wawings ?

Will they make us believe that the good spirits
are to be used as the wizards and witches use the
Devil ? that they are to be brought down by mut-
terings and conjurings, by postures and distortions
or (as our dancing-masters talk) by grotesque cha
racters?    This would do very little to oblige ou
reverence, nor to me, would it look like any thin
but talking to the Devil.

If it is done to put an amusement upon the igrn
rant people that come to them, and to give a si
lemnity (as they call it) to the thing, then 'tis ev
dent it is done to cheat them.    For what occasi<
could there be for such things, if they were real
about to converse with the exalted  spirits  of
heavenly kind, and inhabitants of the invisible i
gions ?